
HEAD-ITORIAL

Get your Standard by e mail.  Contact Carolyn Wakefield at sheldonstandard@gmail.com and a copy will
be sent to you each time the Standard is issued.  Items for possible inclusion should be sent to
c.wakefield@sheldonschool.co.uk

Congratulations to ALYESHA PHILLIPS (Year
13) who has qualified for one of the 12 places in
the U21 ENGLAND NETBALL SQUAD. Alyesha
trialled twice for this prestigious position and
will be training both in London and Bristol over
the next few months. We wish her lots of luck in
the lead up to the world cup in South Africa in
March!!                                 Selina Porter

PAYING FOR TRIPS/SQUID TOP-UPS/
REVISION GUIDES
Payments by cheque: please ensure that you put
your child’s name, tutor group and what the cheque
relates to, on the reverse of the cheque.  Please
also note that we need separate cheques for
separate trips/items.
Payments by cash: please help us by sending in
the correct money as we do not hold change in
the Finance Office.

GRIMM TALES FOR CHRISTMAS!
Christmas is approaching and rehearsals for our annual school production are
fast drawing to a close.  This year we are doing Grimm Tales, by Carol Ann
Duffy (appropriate, as she is the current Poet Laureate).  Why not come
along and see all your favourite fairytales from Cinderella to Snow White,
Red Riding Hood and some lesser know tales.  There will be lots of singing and
dancing also.

Performances take place on Monday and Tuesday 14 and 15 December at 7 pm
in the school hall.  Tickets are very reasonably priced at £2 for Adults and
£1 for children and concessions.  These will be on sale from the Finance
Office from Monday 7 December.

PLEASE DON’T FORGET!
The school will be closed to pupils and staff on

Friday 4 December.
School closes for Christmas at 12.30pm on

Friday 18 December.  Buses will be here
for that time with the exception of Faresaver
and Service buses.  Pupils should inform their
tutor if they will be in school after 12.30 pm

on that day.

One Hundred Up
This edition of the Sheldon Standard is my one hundredth.  The first was in April 2004 when our current year 13
students were in year 7 and all other pupils were still in primary school.

In my first headitorial I wrote mostly about the warm welcome I had received and Sheldon’s undoubted strengths. I
picked out just a few things that I hoped would change.  In particular I wrote that I would like to see GCSE results
improve and that I would like the sixth form to grow.  Our GCSE results have risen significantly and the sixth form has
grown from less than 190 students to over 400.

There have been lots of other changes in those five and a half years.  We have added our sports and languages
specialisms.  The new sixth form centre has been bid for, designed, built, opened and is running very successfully.
The number of computers in the school has gone from under 200 to over 1100. The number of pupils has risen by 290.
The number of teachers has risen by 25, with about 65 new teachers appointed and about 40 leaving. The number of
teaching assistants has doubled to over 30. We had one full year group, now they are all full. We have moved to
electronic registration and a cashless catering system. We have redecorated and refurbished all areas of the school.
The rose garden has been built, the old picnic area demolished.  We have a new drama studio, the positive behaviour
base, an art Apple Mac suite.  The sixth form common room has been transformed.  We have been inspected by Ofsted
twice and judged first to be good with many outstanding features and then outstanding in every category.  We have
twice been awarded high performing specialist school status.

There are lots of interesting changes on the horizon.  The new refectory development will transform lunchtimes, the
physical centre of the school and evening events.  The Frog learning platform will transform homework and improve
communication in the school, between pupils and teachers and between parents and the school.

With all these changes, past and future, the most important feature of Sheldon remains unchanged: we have a very
professional staff (both teaching and support) who are committed to doing the best for our friendly, happy pupils.

Gerard MacMahon, Headteacher

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

Tuesday 8 December
7pm

in the school hall
Tickets:

£1 concessions
£2 Adults
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9 Tasty foods, celebrity chefs

and prizes too - Pukka!
On a bright sunny morning in November, (one of the few!),  eighty excited Food Technology students headed off to
the Food Show at the NEC.  After several hours spent finding out about, and tasting, a wide variety of new food
products, and watching demonstrations of gadgets and pieces of equipment, they gathered together in the
Supertheatre eagerly awaiting the arrival of Jamie Oliver. The tension mounted until it reached almost fever-
pitch as Jamie ran on to the stage.  Sheldon students were thrilled when one of their own, Nicole Jacomb, was
chosen to help Jamie on stage, no doubt aided by her eye-catching ‘I Y Jamie’ t-shirt!  Nicole did brilliantly under
the glare of the camera and the watchful eye of thousands of students. Her task was not made any easier by
Jamie’s attempts to act as match-maker with another young male student, but her prize – a personally signed copy
of Jamie’s new book – more than made up for it!
The crowning glory of the show came when Mrs Harrison volunteered as a contestant in the teachers’ quiz and
came joint first.  She walked away with a bagful of brand new equipment to use in the food technology rooms.  A
fantastic day was had by all and the students should now be able to use their new-found knowledge and experience
to good effect in future pieces of coursework and practical lessons.  My thanks to all of the students for their
exemplary behaviour – it was a pleasure to take them out.                                             Sally Stapleford

Sheldon Eisteddfod Success
What fantastic music talent we have in this school!  On a cold wet windy morning last

Saturday (28th November) the Sheldon School flautists and
saxophonists performed as part of  the ‘63rd Devizes
Eisteddfod’ (a competition in Music, Speech, Art &
Literature).  They played brilliantly and really did the school
proud in the mature and professional way they delivered
their music.

Their fantastic successes are as follows:
· Sheldon School Saxophone Ensemble (91% Honours - Winners in the 17 under ensemble class and Section

Winners).  (Jenny Fisher, David Knight, Robert Scoynes, Marcus Frost and Thomas Williams)
· Sheldon School Flute Ensemble (89% Distinction – Runners up in the 17 and under ensemble class.)  (Alex

Buckland, Jacob Byrne, Jess Griffin, Ruth Knight, Katy Pugh, Leanne Scoynes, Katie Ellis, Breanne
Murzyn, Lauren Jones, Elinor Read, Stephanie Moore and Lydia Hiorns).

· Ruth Knight (flute) – Winner of the 17 and under woodwind class and Section winner.
· Jacob Byrne and David Knight also performed excellently in their classes (piano and woodwind) during

the day.

Following on from their success in the morning, the Sax Group and Ruth Knight were asked back to perform in the
evening winners’ concert.  We couldn’t have asked for any more commitment, poise and sheer determination to
succeed, they were all fabulous!  Ruth scooped the trophy for ‘best woodwind solo’.

On behalf of the Music department, and everyone else at Sheldon  - we’re very proud of you all and well done!

£3229.58 - the best ever!
What an amazing amount for Sheldon
School pupils and staff to collect.
Thank you so much to each and every
one of you who contributed, in any
way whatsoever!
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