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Y11 Design & Technology 
Exam Specification and General Support

Exam specification 
and exam board

GCSE AQA 8552

Past paper questions GCSE AQA 8552 Assessment Resources

Useful revision 
websites

TechnologyStudent.com

BBC Bitesize Design and Technology AQA

Revision Resources

• GCSE Pod Timbers

• GCSE Pod Metals

• GCSE Pod Manufactured Boards

• GCSE Pod Thermoforming Polymers

• GCSE Pod Thermosetting Polymers

• GCSE Pod Smart Materials

• GCSE Pod Composite Materials

Exam info Paper 1: Tuesday 18 June 2024 (AM, 2hrs)

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/design-and-technology/specifications/AQA-8552-SP-2017.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/assessment-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Question+papers
https://technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/NEW_GCSE3.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zby2bdm
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76712
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76750
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76713
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76715
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76748
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76867
https://members.gcsepod.com/login?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.gcsepod.com%2Fshared%2Fpodcasts%2Fchapter%2F76868
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Week Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3

1
19.02.24

Please continue to focus on your N.E.A and ensure you have completed all of the relevant sections for this. 
Your teacher will continue to set a weekly homework which will be based around section A of the exam.

2
26.02.24

Please continue to focus on your N.E.A and ensure you have completed all of the relevant sections for this. 
Your PRACTICAL DEADLINE is MONDAY 4th March 2024.
Your teacher will continue to set a weekly homework which will be based around section A of the exam.

3
04.03.24

Please continue to focus on your N.E.A and ensure you have completed all of the relevant sections for this. 
Your teacher will continue to set a weekly homework which will be based around section A of the exam.

4
11.03.24

Please continue to focus on your N.E.A and ensure you have completed all of the relevant sections for this. 
Your FINAL NEA DEADLINE is MONDAY 18th March 2024.
Your teacher will continue to set a weekly homework which will be based around section A of the exam.

5
18.03.24

Review your mock exam and put together a plan for your revision. Think about the areas you struggled with and ensure you allocate enough time to these areas. 
Speak with your teacher if you are unsure of where to focus your revision.

6
25.03.24

Focus: Material categories and properties

Revise, watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take notes:

Material categories Seneca
Work through 1.6.1 to 1.6.9

Material properties Seneca
Work through 1.7.1 to 1.7.3

Focus: Specialist technical principles 
(Focus on your chosen material area)

Papers & Boards

Timbers

Metals

Polymers

Textiles

Revise, watch the video and complete the test

Focus: Specialist technical principles 
(Focus on your chosen material area)

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take notes:
(Focus on your chosen material area)

Papers & Boards Seneca
Work through each section 2.1 to 2.9

Timbers Seneca
Work through each section 3.1 to 3.9

Metals Seneca
Work through each section 4.1 to 4.10

Polymers Seneca
Work through each section 5.1 to 5.4

Textiles Seneca
Work through each section 6.1 to 6.4

Y11 Design & Technology Revision Plan 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjgyb82/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/17a4e35d-2256-4026-857e-2b51327fde88/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/4c1db6a8-7e09-42e5-b752-e4b0bef091c6/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/znq8jty/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkvny4j/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6d48mn/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrstng8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjc3rwx/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/65313f09-94c7-4658-9775-eed51f9f98ee/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/4abb1521-d646-42ae-8a32-5908e515c5d6/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/712809bb-d973-45b6-af76-7cc6014323fa/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/a30aae99-7084-4781-a826-60b721e18f8e/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/34a049aa-8dc6-4928-bd35-2a71f6c7b147/session
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Week Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3

Easter
Break

Your teacher will give you a past paper to complete over the Easter break

7
15.04.24

Focus: New and emerging technologies

Revise, watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

New and emerging technologies Seneca
Work through 1.1.1 to 1.1.10

Focus: Energy generation and storage

Revise watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

Energy generation and storage Seneca
Work through 1.2.1 to 1.2.3

Focus: Developments in new materials

Revise, watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

Development in new materials Seneca
Work through 1.3.1 to 1.3.5

8
22.04.24

Focus: Systems approach to designing

Revise, watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

Systems approach to designing Seneca
Work through 1.4.1 to 1.4.4

Focus: Mechanical Devices

Revise, watch the video and complete the test

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

Mechanical Devices Seneca
Work through 1.5.1 to 1.5.5

Focus: Designing and making principles

Investigating

Designing

Making

Evaluating

Revise, watch the video and complete the test.

Go through the following Seneca tasks and take 
notes:

Designing and making principles Seneca
Work through each section 7.1 to 7.11

9
29.04.24

Focus: The maths element

Read through and complete the tasks

Practice question:

Please complete the practice questions given out 
by your teacher.

Practice question:

Please complete the practice questions given out 
by your teacher.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zn4bcj6/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/f05fa1fb-82b0-4ab3-83d3-d6e917001dc1/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8ck2p/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/dbaa928c-3e53-4594-8201-2dc7522bb682/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfq8jty/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/6de13098-03f7-4344-b63f-af5d027df219/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6kr97h/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/e7b7ca91-b7d8-4a8c-919c-e709f3b127f4/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zbt26yc/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/32cf34cb-5489-4210-9c3c-c504c87aadf7/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zbn6pbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6jkw6f/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zbstng8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zj9g4qt/revision/1
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/b4e64de8-a5d1-411b-81e2-aa4e2016e908/section/ed481f57-dd87-45b7-a511-3aca8054fafd/session
https://technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/new_maths1.html

