
English at GCSE

The purpose of this session is to:

• Share an outline of the structure, content and assessment of the two English GCSEs

• Outline how we are supporting students with key areas for development

• Outline how students can be supported at home.



GCSE English Language

English Language Paper 1: 
FICTION texts (1hr 45m)
One Extract

Section A (40 marks/60 mins)
Q1 – Choose the right answers (4)
Q2 – Analyse language (8)
Q3 – Analyse structure (8)
Q4 – Analyse Language and Structure (20)

Section B (40 marks/45 mins)
Write a description/narrative

English Language Paper 2: 
NON-FICTION texts (1hr 45m)
Two extracts

Section A (40 marks/60 mins)
Q1 – Tick 4 boxes that are true (4)
Q2 – Summarise the two sources (8)
Q3 – Analyse language (12)
Q4 – Compare language and structure (16)

Section B (40 marks/45 mins)
Write a non-fiction piece

"structured like a quest"



• Variety of questions; variety of skills
• "Gear shifting"



GCSE English Literature
English Literature Paper 1: 
Shakespeare and 19thC Text
(1hr 45m) – WITH extracts

Section A: ‘Macbeth’ (34 marks/55 mins)
Starting with the extract and the rest of the 
play, how does Shakespeare present…

Section B: ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (30 marks/50 mins)
Starting with the extract and the rest of the 
novel, how does Robert Louis Stevenson 
present…

English Literature Paper 2: 
Modern Text, Anthology Poems and Unseen 
Poetry (2hr 15m)

Section A: ‘An Inspector Calls’ (30 marks/45 mins)
Choice of two questions on character or theme
 – pick one. 

Section B: Power and Conflict poetry (30 marks/45 mins)
Compare a given poem with a poem of your choice based 
on a theme

Section C: Unseen poetry (32 marks/45 mins)
Analyse an unseen poem then compare with another poem. 





Helping them from home

• Help them become 'word' and 'story 
detectives'

• Help them use revision platforms and 
online resources

• Help them use Revision Olympics

• Help them use flashcards and 
mindmaps

• Help them justify points of view



Help them become 'word detectives'
1: Have you heard the word before? You might find 
clues here...
• If you've read Harry Potter, you'll know that the spell 

'Lumos' gives light.
• You might also know that 'lumens' relates to light 

power.

2. Does the word sound 
familiar?
• You might notice that it 

sounds a bit like 'illuminate' 
which means to light up.

3. Look at the whole sentence/passage.
• If a celebration was 'attended by...', we can probably deduce 

that 'luminaries' are people of some description.

4. Consider the connotations of what 
you've worked out...
• If a person is linked to light, are they 

likely to be positive or negative?
• How might they be linked to light?

'The celebration was attended by 45 
luminaries from various walks of life'

A luminary is someone who guides and inspires 
other people.



Help them become 'story detectives'

• Ask them why they like their Literature 
texts

• Question which characters they feel 
they know the most and why

• Ask them about what 'big issues' they 
can link to their Literature texts

• Ask them 'what happened next'! Are 
they telling the story in order?

• Ask them what the writer wants us to 
think



Help them use revision 
platforms and online resources https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Audible

Mr Bruff – YouTube

Home - MrBruff.com

Home - BBC News

Latest news, sport and opinion from the 
Guardian

https://app.epraise.co.uk/

• Avoid passive listening
• Avoid going in 'cold’ – use notes!

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.audible.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://mrbruff.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://app.epraise.co.uk/


Help them use Revision Olympics

• Avoid passive reading
• Avoid going in 'cold'



Help them use 
flashcards/mindmaps..
• Terms/key words on one side; definitions on the 

other
• Textual details on one side; inferences and meanings 

on the other
• Really push for full sentence explanations

• Avoid filling with lots of tiny text – the importance of 
the white space!

• Avoid thinking creating them is enough – how are 
they being used?
o Mind dumps
o Covering sections for recall
o Turning into short retrieval quizzes



Help them justify 
points of view
• Capitalise on teenage argumentativeness

• The power of responding with questions
• ...because?
• ...so?

• Link to news/current events, as well as their 
literature stories



Questions
• Word and story detectives
• Revision and online resources (ePraise, 

Seneca...)
• Revision Olympics
• Flash cards
• Mindmaps
• The power of talking
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