
Numeracy



Numeracy for Learning
• Being good at numeracy is not just for maths.
• You will need maths skills in all subjects from history, geography, sports 

studies, music, product design, food, science and computer science etc
• In this session we will look at 

• Using your calculator effectively
• where maths comes up across a range of subjects
• Some ideas to help with exam technique
• Key formulae etc
• Revision ideas



You need a scientific calculator and you need 
to know how to use it!!!

Do you know where to find:
- The fraction button 
- The S=D / Format button
- The roots and powers buttons
- π
- Answer button

Do you know how to RESET your 
calculator?



Now you can look at some 
questions from a variety of 
subjects. You can use your 

calculator!



Examples of exam questions across 
subjects - Science



Exam questions – Science



Exam questions – DT

X



Exam questions – DT

42 %

12 %

Exam technique: 
Check you know 
how to get the 
correct answer by 
trying one of the 
ones already given

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For this and the next few pages, re-enforce the idea of working out the numbers that are already there to check they are using the correct calculations



Exam questions – Maths

Exam technique: 
Check you know 
how to get the 
correct answer by 
trying one of the 
ones already given

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
re-enforce the idea of working out the numbers that are already there to check they are using the correct calculations



Exam questions – Geography

4.3

Exam technique: Check 
you know how to get 
the correct answer by 
trying one of the ones 
already given

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
re-enforce the idea of working out the numbers that are already there to check they are using the correct calculations



9

Exam technique: 
Check you know 
how to get the 
correct answer by 
trying one of the 
ones already given



X



4363 / 9
485



Get in the habit of writing what 
format your answer should be in 

next to the answer line…
E.g.











Read the question 
carefully. The 
correct numerical 
answer only gets 
you 3/5 marks on 
this question



Exam aid – Use it!

There will also be one in some of your 
science papers



But there are some 
things you need to 

remember





Revision & support
- Do multi-topic revision (e.g. past or practice papers) & mark them. There are hand-written and 

video solutions to support you.
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html

- Targeted topic revision – e.g. Corbett Maths, MathsGenie (this is in the revision booklet) 
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/

- Keep doing your Sparx homework each week. This practises older content and interleaves 
different things to support revision. You can also do the Target and XP Boost tasks as extra revision.

-   Paper Society – Wednesdays in the Refectory, 3-4pm

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/


Maths Exam information
• 3 papers, each 1.5 hrs long
• Paper 1 is non-calculator
• Papers 2 and 3 are calculator
Any topics could theoretically come up on any paper. We then have 
some ‘best guess’ papers after Papers 1 & 2.



Songs and mnemonics

Averages song - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maKjEISDOko

Circles song - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAL3BLFU8w4

SOH CAH TOA - She Offered Her Cat A Heaped Teaspoon Of Applejuice

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ideally we want you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maKjEISDOko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAL3BLFU8w4
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