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Why read?
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Discussion:

Do you think the trend has continued or reversed?

What are your experiences with your child/children?
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2023 Key Findings – Literacy Trust 

• Just 2 in 5 (43.4%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said they enjoyed reading in 

their free time in 2023. This is the lowest level since we first asked the question in 2005.

• Fewer boys than girls said they enjoyed reading (40.5% vs. 45.3%). 

• Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they read 

daily in 2023, matching levels seen in 2022.

• More girls than boys said they read daily 

• Within the 8 to 18 age group, 1 in 2 (52.9%) told us they had been encouraged to read by 

their parents/carers. 3 in 5 (58.4%) had seen their parents/carers read, while 1 in 5 

(19.9%) had read with their family.



Discussion:

What is the % of words that need to be known in a text to 
ensure the text can be understood?

65% 75% 85% 95%



Comprehensible input

● What is the % of words that need to be known in a text to ensure the 
text can be understood?

● 65% 75% 85% 95%













The benefits of reading & how 
it’s encouraged at Sheldon





Tutor time reading sessions

• One afternoon tutor session per week is dedicated to 
silent reading.

• This also includes students having an opportunity to read 
aloud to a Year 11 prefect. 



Have you 
seen any of 

these books?



Having access to resources 
and having books of their own 
has an impact on children’s 
attainment. There is a positive 
relationship between the 
estimated number of books in 
the home and attainment. 
(Clark 2011)

Children who have books of 
their own enjoy reading more 
and read more frequently. 
(Clark and Poulton 2011)



An important factor in 
developing reading for 
pleasure is choice; choice and 
interest are highly related. 

(Schraw et al, 1998; Clark and 
PhythianSence, 2008)



Literacy-targeted rewards, 
such as books or book 
vouchers have been
found to be more effective in 
developing reading 
motivation than rewards
that are unrelated to the 
activity 

(Clark and Rumbold, 2006).



Research reports a link 
between library use and 
reading for pleasure; young 
people that use their public 
library are nearly twice as 
likely to be reading outside of 
class every day. 

(Clark and Hawkins, 2011)



Discussion:

How does your child obtain books?

Do/Have you read the same books as your child?

How do you support your child’s reading?



Y7 Class Readers

Over terms 2 and 3, all year 7 students will be studying a 'class reader' novel in 
their English lessons.

Our focus is on the idea of memorable characters: how they are created, what 
makes them memorable, and critically analysing their presentation within the 
class novel.

Students will be set homework linking to either their individual novels, or more 
general reading comprehension skills.

In class, students will be encouraged to practise reading aloud, making 
their own predictions and sharing their own opinions about the protagonist's 
choices, and delve into the writer's craft.



Y7 English Homework

• Students will be 
exposed to a diverse 
range of texts and 
authors through their 
English homework this 
term.

• Each homework will 
include an extract that 
students will be asked 
to read and answer 
questions on. 



Y7 English Faculty Termly Update



English Faculty Reading Lists



Tutor time: Word of the Week

• Every week, every tutor group

Reading and literacy also work hand in hand.



Discussion:

Does your child tell you about the word of the week?

What words do you discuss with your children that could 
feature in 2023-24?





Whole School Reading Strategy 

• Tier 1 – high frequency in spoken language (table, slowly, write, horrible)

• Tier 2 – high frequency in written texts (gregarious, beneficial, required, 
maintain)

• Tier 3 – subject specific, academic language (osmosis, trigonometry, 
onomatopoeia)

Which tier are you most able to 
support your child with?

How can you ensure your child 
retains new vocabulary 
encountered?

Reading and literacy also work hand in hand.

As a school, we use 
'I say. You say.'



So that all pupils can reap the benefits of reading, 
how can we encourage reluctant readers?

Play on your child's 
interests.

Show an interest in 
their book. Have 

conversations about 
reading and about 
books that you're 

enjoying, too!

Make 10 minutes of 
reading a part of 

their routine after 
school.



Use of Epraise for homework



Epraise for homework



How will we know if it’s done?



How will you know if it’s done?



When will homework be set?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Key Stage 3

Week 

1

English

Geography

ICT

PE

Mathematics

Languages

Science

History

PSRE

Week 

2

English

Art

DT

Music

Mathematics

Languages

Science

Dance



Types of homework

• Low Stakes Quizzing

• Knowledge Retrieval

• Spaced Learning

• Usually on Microsoft Forms



Why is homework important?



Key dates & reminders



Key Dates

• 24th January 2024 - Year 7 Interim Report 2

• 23rd April 2024 -  Year 7 Parents' Evening (LEFT), face-to-face

• 30th April 2024 - Y7&8 Parent Information Evening 

• 2nd May 2024 - Year 7 Parents' Evening (RIGHT), face-to-face

• 12th June 2024 – Year 7 Interim Plus Report 



The Sheldon Student Opportunity Fund (SSOF) is a charity 
run by parents to help support our children by giving them 
access to a variety of extracurricular experiences and 
enrichment activities including:

• Book Buzz

• Resources for Clubs

• Transport on School Trips

• Support for Duke of Edinburgh and Ten Tors

• Y11 Prom and Y13 Ball

Help support Sheldon students by donating via ParentPay, 
joining the 500 Club, signing up for Easy Fundraising or 
buying second hand uniforms!

Find out more at www.SheldonSchool.com or by emailing 
opportunityfund@sheldonschool.co.uk 

http://www.sheldonschool.com/
mailto:opportunityfund@sheldonschool.co.uk




Questions?
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